
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 
April 2022 

News and Updates 
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library (DPIL) UW 
At the end of March, we were holding steady with 5,780 children enrolled in the program.  The 
DPIL library team will be meeting in May to review our goals and programs to grow 
participation and determine next steps for outreach to specific zip codes.  The charts for our 
zip code areas and demographic spread of the program are included at the end of my report. 

Board Appointments Update 
As of my writing, we have two appointments from our County Commissioners.  Aaron Mays, 
County Commissioner from District 3 has appointed Shawn Leisinger to the Board of Trustees 
for a second term ending April 2026.  Bill Riphahn, County Commissioner from District 1 has 
appointed Hannah Uhlrig to the Board of Trustees for a first term ending April 2026.  Aubrey 
Conner and I are creating the Orientation schedule so we will be ready to host the new board 
members and help them be ready for their first Board meeting in May.   

PLA- Public Library Association- Portland OR 
The library was able to invite 10 library staff, 2 Board members and 1 Foundation Board 
member to the library conference in Portland.  Within Thad Hartman’s report you will find a 
couple of manager’s thoughts about the conference.  The conference while smaller than in 
year’s previously was an engaging opportunity to learn and network with colleagues.  Equity, 
Diversity, and Inclusion programs were readily available, and I attended a good case study 
from the Toledo Lucas County Library that provided several documents on hosting 
courageous conversations.  Another area of focus for me was strategic vision.  The Charleston 
County Public Library presented a case study on how you leverage staff talent to create your 
strategic vision.  I found tools from this program that could translate well to our library. 
Finally, it was so wonderful to connect with colleagues again in person and discuss their 
experiences with Covid 19 and their response to programs, staffing and building opening.  It 
made me so appreciate the slow and steady but always moving forward approach we 
employed for responding to the pandemic.  

Upcoming American Library Association and Public Library Association Conference 
I have included for future planning the conference schedule that is available to date. 

ALA 2023 Chicago, IL June 22-27 
ALA 2024 San Diego, CA June 27-July 2 
ALA 2025 Philadelphia, PA June 26-July 1 
ALA 2026 Chicago, IL June 25-30 
ALA 2027 New Orleans, LA June 24-29 

PLA 2024 is in Columbus, OH April 3-6 
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Community Projects 
SENT 
We continue to look for ways to extend our reach into areas of the community we don’t have 
a significant presence-the Hi-Crest neighborhood is one such area.  One connection I have built 
focuses on training and learning. 
I met with Tricia Sublet to look for strategies to increase our learning opportunities when 
working with young children who have lived through trauma including social isolation from 
COVID 19.  Tricia is a mental health specialist who offers trainings on these topics so we will be 
exploring opportunities for our staff who specifically work with children to participate in this 
training.   

YWCA Stand Against Racism 21 Day Challenge 
In 2019, we began cohosting a Racial Justice Book Club monthly.  As part of the relationship 
with the YWCA, we have been a sponsor of the community wide Stand Against Racism 21 Day 
Challenge.  This is our second year, and it continues to be a significant program which supports 
the community and their interest to grow and learn about equity, diversity, and inclusion.  
Miranda Ericsson, Reader’s Librarian and Lissa Staley, Community Connections Librarian have 
been integral in the leadership for the project and several of our staff have participated in the 
online learning and community conversations.  It is a small step in our diversity, equity, and 
inclusion journey but it is a positive one.   

New Business- Agenda items 
Nominating Committee Report and Election of Officers 
According to the Bylaws of the Board of Trustees of the Topeka and Shawnee County Public 
Library, Article II: Officers, section 2. Nomination Procedures and Time of Election (approved May 
21, 2015); “at the regular meeting in March the Board shall elect a Nominating Committee of 
three trustees. It shall be the duty of this committee to nominate candidates for offices to be 
filled at the annual meeting. Additional nominations may be made from the floor at the annual 
meeting.” The names for members of the Nominating Committee are part of the resolution 
included in the board meeting packet. 

Expression of Gratitude to Kacy Simonsen and Kristen O’Shea 
With respect and gratitude, we bid farewell to Trustees Kacy Simonsen and Kristen O’Shea.  
Both served the library with distinction, enthusiasm and dedication and will be missed.  Please 
refer to your packets for the resolutions honoring both Kacy and Kristen.   

Professional Activities/Community Contacts 
March 14, 2022, Met with Glenda Washington, Greater Topeka Partnership 

March 16, 2022, Led Senior Director’s Planning meeting. 

March 17, 2022,  Attended Bi-weekly construction meeting on the Tech Zone with Shirley 

31



Construction and HTK Architects. 

March 17, 2022,  Hosted the weekly Rotary Club of Topeka meeting. 

March 17, 2022,  Attended the ULC Directors call. 

March 19, 2022,   Presented Welcome Keynote at the Topeka EmpowHerment Summit at the 
Library.  

March 21, 2022,  Served on the final Staff Development Coordinator Interviews. 

March 22-26, 2022, Attended the Public Library Association Conference, Portland Oregon. 

March 25, 2022,  Met with Clark Swanson, OrangeBoy to discuss next phase of customer 
engagement projects.   

March 28, 2022, Met with Autumn Friedli to finalize our support of the annual Kansas Book 
Festival event in September. 

March 29, 2022, Attended the Rotary Club of Topeka Executive Committee 

March 30, 2022, Facilitated the Senior Director’s Planning Meeting 

March 31, 2022,  Attended Bi-weekly construction meeting on the Tech Zone with Shirley 
Construction and HTK Architects. 

March 31, 2022,  Met with Lissa Staley to discuss the statewide community reading initiative with 
the Kansas Library Association and Kansas Leadership Center.  

March 31, 2022, Attended the ULC Directors call. 

April 5, 2022,  Met with Cindy Roupe- Interim State Librarian of Kansas 

April 6, 2022,  Met with Nathan Pettengill, Pam Evans and Angie Taylor to discuss 
sponsorship opportunities with Topeka Family Magazine. 

April 6, 2022, Coordinated a tour of the Level 2 Tech Center with Erin Aldridge and Plug 
and Play-GTP. 

April 7, 2022 Met with Tricia Sublet of SENT to discuss continuing education training 
opportunities for our team on Trauma Informed Care Practices.  

April 7, 2022, Attended the MO_KAN Library Directors call. 

Marie Pyko 
Chief Executive Officer 
Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library 4/14/22 
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Dolly Parton Imagination Library Data March 2022 (end of month report)

Number of children currently enrolled: 5,780 
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Data Source: 2017 ACS 5-Year Population Estimate 
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Chief of Staff Report

Thad Hartman 
April 14, 2022 

Tech Zone 
Construction on the new Level 2 Tech Center is still on schedule and it’s really looking great! The last 
remaining major aspect of construction is the completion of the restrooms. There will also need to be 
some finishing work and touch ups, but overall, 
we are nearing completion. We are waiting on 
some of the computer equipment to arrive and 
don’t yet have a definitive ETA. There is also a 
small amount of furniture that we are waiting on, 
all of which should be here by the end of May. 
However, most of the furniture is already 
installed. 

We are likely looking at a May or June opening, 
depending on when everything will be delivered 
and installed. We may do a soft opening without all the equipment, or we may wait until everything is in 
to do a large-scale grand opening. It will depend on the delivery timeline. 

We have given a few private tours to community members and staff. So far, the response has been 
extremely positive. I think we’re building a great deal of excitement for the grand opening. 

Staff Retirements 
Over the last couple of months we have continued to experience a large amount job turnover. Some of 
these openings have been positive, such as internal staff being promoted to new positions. Some of it 
has been bittersweet. We have three staff members retiring on April 29. They are Diane Givens 
(Custodial – 21 years), Luella Minner (Public Services – 39 years), and Betty Jean Neal (Youth Services – 
24 years). While Luella is listed at 39 years, she worked here earlier in her career and left before coming 
back for a second stint. All the time she has worked at the library totals 50 years! All told Diane, Luella, 
and Betty Jean worked a combined 95 years at the library!! We are pleased for them, but we will miss 
them greatly. Each of them has made a tremendous impact on the library and the community. We wish 
them all the best in their retirement! 
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Diane Givens Luella Minner Betty Jean Neal 

Department Highlights 

Public Services – Information and Learning 
Debbie Stanton, Public Services Supervisor 

Gallery 
The Alice C. Sabatini Gallery’s permanent art collection of around 12,000 pieces supports our exhibits 
and is one of Topeka’s oldest public art collections. Our collection includes pieces from a variety of 
artists, styles, and types, and is occasionally featured in published art catalogs. Most recently we had 
three pieces highlighted in two published works seen below. A photograph by Public Services Specialist 
Travis Garwood of our piece Oros by Peter Callas was highlighted in the 2022 American Museum of 
Ceramic Art’s book, Peter Callas: An Enduring Legacy. Photographs of our pieces Early Pennsylvania 
(Farm Scene) and Evening in Home Port by Fern Isabel Coppedge were featured in the 2021 book, Fern 
Isabel Coppedge 1883-1951: One Woman’s Struggle for Equality in the Art World by Les and Sue Fox. 
We’re very proud of our strong permanent art collection! 

Thanks from Customers 
We are so excited when we receive thanks from customers. These two stood out in the month and really 
made us smile – 
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-A voicemail to Public Services Specialist TJ Troughton regarding a book she had picked for a
customer (it was The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey): “Honey, you sure recommended a good one! It
isn’t like what I usually read, but it was a very nice change. It had me bawling!”

-An email to Art Educator Betsy Roe regarding the Youth Art Month celebration: “Thanks so
much for all you do. The YAM celebration was a huge success thanks to you and the Sabatini
Gallery Staff. It was the best celebration in my opinion so far. Your generous support, tireless
hours and overall huge support can’t be measured. The students of Kansas are lucky to have the
event in your space and with your awesome help!”

Public Services 
Autumn Friedli, Supervisor – Readers Services 

NBF Presents – The Power of Choice 
Join us Thursday, April 21st at 7 PM for two award winning authors in Claire’s Courtyard!  Find out more 
about this awesome event here: https://tscpl.org/books-movies-music/national-book-foundation-event-
in-topeka 

Summer Reading for Adults 
Join us for Summer Reading in June and July! Adults who complete challenge and read 12 hours this 
summer will receive a voucher for a dessert item from the Millennium café! Check the website for more 
information! 

May Author Event 
Join us on May 14th in Claire’s Courtyard as we welcome author Annie Ward! Annie Ward writes twisty, 
psychological fiction that are real page turners. More information about this event will be available 
soon.  
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Program Services 
Jacqueline Belden, Program Manager 
Report from the Public Library Association Conference 2022  
I was grateful to travel to Portland, Oregon, to attend this year’s PLA Conference on March 22-25 on 
behalf of the library. It was a fantastic week full of learning, inspiration, and connection. As the first in-

person library conference since the pandemic began in 2020, library 
workers in attendance were so excited to be together again, and the 
positive energy was palpable! I attended amazing sessions taught by 
other library professionals on diversity, equity, and inclusion, 
community values and outreach, science and cultural programming, 
and more. The opening speaker, Luvvie Ayaji Jones, shared how 
authentic, vulnerable communication and sharing can change 
organizations (she calls it “professional troublemaking!”), and one of 
the morning Big Ideas speakers, Brittany K. Barnett, inspired with 
her story of becoming an attorney whose mission is to free and 
support prisoners in jail for life sentences from drug charges. Many 
of us cried joyful tears when she shared how strongly she was 
affected by Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson’s impending confirmation 
to the Supreme Court and how life-changing and life-affirming Judge 

Jackson’s example is for women and girls everywhere. What a wonderful week to be surrounded by 
colleagues learning and being inspired together!  

Update on Public Technology Training 
Topeka & Shawnee County Public Library customers are truly enjoying the benefits of one-on-one 
Computer & Gadget Help appointments! From February to March, appointments for technology help 
nearly doubled, reaching 44 total customers in March. The Computer & Gadget Help team can answer 
questions and offer general support for eBooks and digital resources, Windows 10, the Microsoft Office 
Suite, tablets, and smartphones. They can even teach customers how to “cut the cable cord” with 
streaming and digital antennae!  

Youth Services 
LeAnn Brungardt, Youth Services Supervisor 

Learn and Play Bus 
Starting Tuesday April 12 Learn and Play Service will be back on the bus! Modified service has been 
available since October 2021 at Lakeview Church of the Nazarene and Western Hills Church. Since we 
are at a low COVID-19 community level, we are fully utilizing the bus once more. Last month brought the 
highest numbers of visiting friends at each location that we have seen since the return of the service, 
123 people combined. We hope the numbers continue to climb. 

Week of the Young Child:  Roll and Read 
The Roll and Read was a celebration of literacy and physical wellbeing during the Week of the Young 
Child. Communities Supporting Early Literacy partnering agencies provided resources through this 
Topeka Public Schools Parents as Teachers and United Way of Greater Topeka sponsored event. 
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Attendees decorated bikes and strollers and visited celebrity reader stations at both NOTO and 
downtown. A resource fair with several activities and giveaways took place in Evergy Center alongside 
food trucks. We gave away books and talked up Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library and 1,000 Books 
Before Kindergarten to adults while kids tossed bean bags at a target. We had 237 visitors to our table. 
Week of the Young Child is an annual awareness campaign of the National Association for the Education 
of Young Children that emphasizes that healthy early childhood equates to healthy adulthood. 

Curious Kids 
In March kids enjoyed building with cardboard and creating mosaics out of beans and noodles in Curious 
Kids afterschool programming. We had more than 130 attendees who tried all kinds of hands-on 
activities from dancing to open-ended art to giant bowling. Arion Beals, Betty Jean Neal, Judy Espinosa-
Gonzalez, Marlana Hodgkinson, and Natalie Moreland all work on the planning and implementation of 
this program that is offered 4 times a week and overlaps with the Harvester’s snack to help keep kids’ 
bodies and minds healthy. 
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Betty Jean Neal Retiring 
Betty Jean is retiring on April 29th after serving 24 years in Youth Services. Her contributions and 
successes at the library are many. A few of her favorites 
include setting up I Read, a library card initiative that 
targeted Kindergarteners that was a precursor to 
TSCPL@School and celebrating Read Across America, an 
annual event that commemorates both Dr. Suess’s 
birthday and hers and celebrates the joys of reading. She 
is known in the department for her heart of gold, for her 
friendliness, for being open to trying almost anything, and 
for her analytics. With us she shared her passions for 
babies, struggling readers, Doctor Who, Sci-Fi, and most of 
all storytelling. We hope her next chapter is full of 
adventure. 

Community Services 
Patrick Berry, Community Services Supervisor 

Kansas Connections is back! 
After a couple of false starts because of Covid spikes, we are finally back to on-site programming with 
teachers in our community. While it is very late in the school year, we have a good response to this 
service. We have even reached the point where staff members may have multiple programs on the 
same day. This is a great sign for what the school year may look like this Fall.  

Adventuremobile! 
The Adventuremobile summer schedule is being finalized by our team. We have had several community 
members reach out to request this awesome service. We have reached out to several past community 
members to gauge interest. In every single case, we have been met with excitement and enthusiasm.  

Kudos go out to Aileen Finney who has not only been very busy getting the schedule established and 
community members contacted for the summer Adventuremobile service, but Aileen has also been 
constructing a survey to be sent to community members that should allow KS Connections and 
Adventuremobile to better cater their services to the post-Covid needs of our community for the 
upcoming school year.  

Collections 
Scarlett Fisher-Herreman, Technical Services and Collection Development Manager 

Kansas State Park Passes 
I am pleased to announce a new program the library will be participating in beginning the first of May 
through December 2022. Kansas State Parks has partnered with the regional library systems to provide 
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daily vehicle permits to library customers. As stated by Kansas State Parks on their website about the 
program: “Our mission in offering this program is to provide a way for all Kansans across the state to 
visit Kanas State Parks without the financial barrier of an entry fee.” The Northeast Kansas Library 
System (NEKLS) will be providing passes to us to distribute at our library. We will receive 25 passes from 
NELKS at no cost and will be purchasing additional passes at $5.00 per pass. Library customers will visit 
the Customer Service Desk to obtain a pass. We will offer one pass per vehicle to customers. Library 
staff are required to write the date of use on the pass at the time of distribution. Passes do not need to 
be returned to the library. This is a pilot program that runs through the end of this year. We anticipate 
this will be a popular program and one that will encourage people to explore all that Kansas has to offer 
within its 28 beautiful state parks. 
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April Board Report
April 14, 2022

Communications & Marketing Team
Diana Friend, director
Bonnie Cuevas, event coordinator
Ginger Park, communications editor
Karen Watson, graphic design
Michael Perkins, web administrator & multimedia producer

What’s New

The Level 2 Tech Center launch campaign is

underway in anticipation of its opening this spring.

We have developed a series of print and social

media advertisements, a webpage, and

communication strategies to promote the resources

and services that our community can expect beyond

using a computer at the library.

Look for this ad in TOP Magazine and seveneightfive

magazine in May and June.

Website work
Our websites, both present, and future are keeping C&M staff busy posting information that our customers
need to know–like the new Level 2 Tech Center opening and Summer Reading. Interestingly, Michael Perkins
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and Robert Soria were talking about library data and Michael shared that in 2021, we had 292 blogs posted on
tscpl.org, a stat that Robert was interested in.

Working on the future website has required a lot of “cleaning” on all the pages and posts. Along with the
current content, the web team and other key staff are developing 25-30 new pages.

Top Social Media Posts
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