
Wet Felting ARTS & CRAFTS KITS at your library  

Learn Wet Felting 

Preparations: 

• Gather the supplies and work on a flat, waterproof surface such as a kitchen 

countertop. 

• Mix about ½ teaspoon of dish-soap into 6 ounces of warm water in a plastic 

squeeze bottle and shake to mix well.  

• Spread an old bath or hand towel out on your work surface and then lay a 

piece of the bubble wrap on top of that, bubble side up. 

Supplies: 

Wool roving:  ½ oz wool roving, usually from sheep but alpaca and goat 

wool are also used. 

Bubble wrap:  Two 12”x12” sheets will allow you to create a  6-8” square 

piece of felt. 

Soap and water:  Use light colored or clear dish-soap to avoid staining light 

colored wool roving. 

Towels: Use old cotton dish or bath towels to work on and absorb the 

excess soap and water. 

Instructions: 

• Hold a piece of the roving loosely and pull thin tufts of the fibers from the 

end. Lay the fibers out flat in the center of the bubble wrap in a row, allowing 

the tufts to overlap to form a layer with all the fibers going in the same 

direction. Do not fill the entire area of the bubble wrap, leave at least 2-3” of 

bubble wrap uncovered on the sides. 

• Create a second layer, placing the fibers perpendicular to the first layer. 

Repeat, alternating the direction of the fibers until you have 4 layers and your 

stack is about 3” tall. 

• Using small tufts of contrasting colored roving you can make a picture or 

design on the top. 
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• Sprinkle some of the soapy water mixture onto the stack of prepared 

roving, being careful not to disturb the design. The fibers should be 

thoroughly soaked.  

• Lay the second sheet of bubble wrap on top of the stack of roving, 

bubble side down and sprinkle a small amount of the soap solution 

onto the outside of the bubble wrap. 

• Gently press down on the stack and begin rubbing the surface in a back 

and forth or circular pattern. You must be gentle at first or your pattern 

will be disturbed. As the fibers begin to come together, you can use your 

knuckles and rub more firmly. Be sure to rub in all directions in order to 

get the fibers to come together well. Add more soap solution to the top 

of the bubble wrap if it feels dry to make it easier on your knuckles. 

• As you are felting, soapy foam will form. Use the side of your hand to 

press this foam out of the bubble wrap and onto the absorbent towel. 

• After about 5-10 minutes, carefully lift the top layer of bubble wrap. You 

can test to see if the felt has formed by pinching the top of the felt and 

trying to pull up the fibers. At this time you can turn the piece of felt 

over, place the bubble wrap back on top and continue to rub it to 

completely felt both the top and bottom surface. 

• When the fibers can no longer be pulled up by pinching, you can remove 

the piece of felt from the bubble wrap and rinse all of the soap out with 

warm water. Shocking the felt with hot and cold water can help to bind 

the fibers together. Rinse thoroughly, and then wrap the felt in a clean 

dry towel and press to absorb as much water as you can. 

• Fold the felted piece in half and rub the surfaces together, front to front 

and back to back. This will also help to shrink and tighten the felt. Then 

allow your felt to air dry.  
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Learn Wet Felting 

Felting is the earliest known process for creating fabric, predating any kind of 
spinning or weaving.  Felt is created when wool fibers mesh together.  This can 
be the result of applying friction, heat and/or water.   
 
Wet felting is the most traditional type of felting.  Wool roving (unspun wool) is 
layered, moistened with warm soapy water, and friction is applied to mesh the 
layers together.  The fabric can then be made into garments, home furnishings, 
hats, scarves, purses, mittens, slippers, and more.  
 

 

 

 

  

 

Resources 

For more information and projects for wet felting, browse the library’s  
 

Arts & Crafts Neighborhood Call # 746.1 
 

746.1 LAN The Complete Photo Guide to Felting 

746.1 ARM Felted Bags, Boots and Other Things 

746.1 BRO Feltwork 

746.1 DEN Elegant Scarves and Wraps 

 

Photos from Felted Bags, Boots and Other Things by Cendrine Armani, 746.1 ARM  
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