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Learn Crochet - Simple Crochet Coaster pattern 

Instructions: 

• Begin by making a slip-knot in the end of your yarn. Make a loop in the 

yarn, by crossing the ball end over the tail end, leaving about a 4 inch 

tail. With your thumb and index finger reach through the loop and pull 

yarn from ball end through. Insert the crochet hook into the slip-knot 

loop and pull the yarn on the ball end to tighten it. 

• There are many ways to hold the crochet hook and yarn. You need to control the tension on 

the working yarn, so usually the working yarn is wrapped around one or more fingers on your 

left hand. See the attached illustrations for some ideas on how to do this. 

The Chain: 

• Begin by holding the crochet hook with your right hand and the working end of the 

yarn can be held with your left hand. Hold the loop and tail of the yarn pinched 

between the thumb and finger of your left hand as shown. 

• This project starts with a chain of 16 stitches. Create chain stitches by bringing the 

working end of the yarn over the hook from the back and pulling it through the loop 

on the hook. Don’t count the slipknot or the loop on the hook as a stitch.  

 

 

Supplies provided: 

Yarn: 20 yards cotton yarn 

Crochet Hook: one size H/8 5.00MM crochet hook 

Additional supplies that you will need: scissors  

 

Crochet Terms: 

Chain - (ch) 
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• When you have 16 stitches in your chain, begin the first row of single crochet. 

 

 

 

• Insert the crochet hook into the 2nd chain from the hook. Wrap the yarn from the back, over the 

hook just as you would for the chain stitch and pull the new loop through. You will now have 

two loops on the crochet hook. 

• Bring the yarn over the hook again from the back, and this time pull the new loop through both 

loops on the hook. Now you will only have one loop on the crochet hook. You have completed 

one single crochet (sc).  

• Insert your hook into the next chain and repeat the process until you reach the end of the chain. 

Do not crochet into the slipknot. You should see 15 stitches in the completed row. 

 

 

 

• Before you start to work on the next row, you will need to chain 1. This is called the turning 

chain.  Now you can rotate the piece front to back clockwise, so that the working yarn stays to 

the back. Now you are ready to begin your second row. 

• Insert the crochet hook into the last single crochet of the previous row, but this time insert the 

hook under both top loops of the first single crochet. Repeat single crochet stitches, as above 

until you reach the end of the row. You should have 15 stiches in the completed row.  

• Remember to complete the turning chain stitch and rotate your piece again to begin your next 

row. Continue until you have made a square. At the end of your final row you will not make a 

turning chain. Simply cut the yarn leaving a 4 inch tail and pull the end through your final loop. 

To finish, weave the ends in using a yarn needle and trim carefully with scissors. 
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Learn Crochet 

These instructions are designed to help beginners get started in crochet. You will learn how to 

start a crochet project with a slip knot and how to make a chain. The rest of the pattern consists 

only of rows of single crochet stitch. When you first try crochet it may feel a bit awkward for your 

hands. Learning how to hold the hook comfortably, maintain the correct tension and feed the 

yarn onto the hook are just a matter of practice. While you are learning, don’t be afraid to undo 

your work and start again, and it is normal for your first pieces to be a bit uneven. It is just part of 

the learning process.  

These instructions are for right-hand crochet, but left-hand crochet is basically a mirror image. If 

you would like more help, this webpage has instructions for left-hand crochet:: 

www.yarnspirations.com/ultimate-guide-to-left-handed-crochet.html  

 

You can also get more help with crochet from the online tutorials at Creative Bug, available to you 

for free as a  TSCPL patron. You will need to log in with your library card at this link:  

https://tscpl.org/creativebug  

Once you are logged in, click the “see latest classes” button to get to the main page, then search 

the phrase “Beginner Crochet” to find a very helpful class from Cal Patch. 

Resources 

For more information and projects on crochet, browse the library’s  
 

Arts & Crafts Neighborhood Call #746.432, #746.433, #746.434 
 

746.433 OHR The Crocheter’s Skill-Building Workshop by Dora Ohrenstein 

746.433 WIS The Essential Book of Crochet Techniques by Nancie M. Wiseman 

746.434 GIL  Crochet by June Gilbank 

746.434 JEN  Hooked on Crochet by Candi Jensen 
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