
New List Editor Preview 

On March 15, we’ll be previewing a new list creation and editing interface. 
We had a number of goals in mind with this redesign: 

 Make it responsive. Both the editing interface and view other users see is responsive, so it works as 
well on a smartphone or tablet as it does on the desktop. That’s critical as more and more traffic comes 
from mobile devices. 

 Distinguish lists from shelves. Our research shows that not all customers are clear about the difference 
between shelves and lists. The changes are designed to reinforce that the two are separate by making 
them visually different. 

 Encourage sharing of more thoughtful, curated lists. 
 Declutter the interface to simplify the list-creation process. 
 Facilitate the making of readalike lists, as a distinct list type. 
 Improve the visual appeal of published lists. 

Who Can Preview the New Editor? 

The new list editor preview will be visible to staff only. The public won’t see it until we’ve had a chance to 
incorporate your feedback, add some additional features, and put some finishing touches on it. 

Creating a List 

How you create a list hasn’t change. On the menu, click My Lists, and then click Create a New List. You’ll see a 
new page enabling you to choose between the new editor and the legacy editor. 

Cover Image Generator 

The most obvious change you’ll notice when you save a list you’ve created is a composite of cover images at 
the top of list. 

 



The composite varies depending on the number of items you add. The first item on the list is the one at the 
top of the pile. 

The image will get re-generated when you edit the list if any of the first six items are removed or re-ordered. 

A New List Type: If you Liked… 

We’ve created a new list type specifically for readalikes that we’re calling If You Liked… 

When you create this type of list, you’ll first pick the title that’s the subject of your list. That title’s cover is 
prominently featured in the composite image at the top of the list. 

 

Lists Are For Sharing 

To encourage list sharing, we’ve changed some verbiage. In place of private and public lists, lists will now be 
published or draft. A published list is public. A draft list is visible only to the person who created it, and not 
indexed for search. A draft still uses the familiar lock icon to indicate that only its author can see it. 

 



To save a list (draft or published), the list must contain at least four items. 

Ranked Lists 

If you’ve created a list where the order is important—your Top 10 List of the 10 Best Anime books of the 
year—there’s a checkbox that will overlay sequential numbers on each title or URL on your list. 

 

Where’s All the Other Stuff? 

At the top right of the page, there’s a gear icon that opens a dropdown of additional list options that were 
previously visible when you created the list. You’ll see some additional list types, as well as the “of interest to” 
control that determines where the list is visible. 

The up and down arrows are gone, but you can still re-order the items on your list by dragging and dropping 
them. 

My Lists Page Changes 

There’s now an Edit button next to each list. You can choose to edit an existing list with the new editor or the 
legacy editor. 

Clicking the list title still takes you to the list, but displays it the way others will see it. When viewing the list, 
click Edit to open an editor. 

What Hasn’t Changed 



 Lists can have up to 100 titles or URLs. 
 You can reposition items by dragging and dropping them. 
 You can still add a description and notes about each item on the list. We encourage you to do so! 
 From a bib page, you can add a title to a list. Note that the interface and workflow for this hasn’t yet 

been redesigned. 

Some Caveats 

 The ability to search for titles not in the catalog using Amazon is not supported in the new editor. 
 If you need to create or edit Personal Recommendation, Staff Picks, Newly Acquired or Featured 

Language lists, use the legacy editor. 
 While you can switch between the new editor and the legacy editor, not all fields of a If You Liked… list 

are editable in the legacy editor, including the name and rationale. 

Providing Feedback 

The new list editor is a work in progress, the first step in a multi-step process. There's more to come! 

We'd love to hear your thoughts on what we've done so far. There’s a Give Feedback button below the menu 
bar that you can use to provide your feedback. 

 


